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SUMMARY OF REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL ACTION 
(5/12/20) 

 
 

This summary does not include all Council action. Minutes of the Dec. 6, 2019, and March 27, 2020, 
meetings were published on MHSAA.com. Minutes of the May 4, 2020, meeting have been sent to all 
superintendents; and all high school and junior high/middle school principals, athletic directors and 
citywide athletic directors have been emailed a link to a download location on MHSAA.com. Changes 
take effect Aug. 1, 2020, unless otherwise indicated. 
 
 

High School Regulations 

 
 
1. Regulation I, Section 9 (Transfer Regulation) –  
 
 Section 9(D) and 9(E) – A statement was added to both the athletic-motivated and the athletic- 

related sections (links rule). For a student changing residences when a formal allegation is made, 
as under the athletic-motivated transfer rule or when a “link” exists, that residential change must 
be full and complete in the same period of time as enrollment. Previously, there was no time 
connection between a change of schools under these circumstances and the change of residency. 
The underlined was added to each section. “Even if the student's circumstances subsequently 
satisfy one of the exceptions to Section 9(A) that would normally allow a transfer student immedi-
ate eligibility, 1. A residential change (Exception 1) must be full and complete in the same period 
of time as enrollment to meet this exception. If an athletic-motivated transfer allegation is made 
and confirmed or a link exists, the student will be ineligible in the sport involved. A residential 
change where a student is following a newly hired coach (Point 5 of the links rule) does not permit 
eligibility in the sport involved, regardless of the timing of the residential change and enrollment.” 

  
 Interpretation 84 a – The following was added that permits subvarsity eligibility for students from 

an Approved International Student Program who do not enroll at their school of residence or the 
closest nonpublic or charter school to the host family residence: “An AISP student not enrolled in 
accord with Interpretation 62 (public school of residence or closest nonpublic or charter school of 
the host family) is subject to Interpretation 85, subvarsity eligibility after 90 scheduled school 
days.” 

 
2. Regulation I, Section 8, Interpretation 204 e – The following was added to allow schools to mod-

ify uniform playing rules without MHSAA permission for a student’s religious beliefs: “Schools may 
permit the wearing of head adornments such as a hijab or leggings covering the legs because of 
firmly held religious reasons by the student without advance MHSAA approval. Head adornments 
must be securely fastened and not affixed with any non-yielding fasteners (i.e., pins). Hijabs and 
leggings must be of a single color and not be a safety risk for the student or opponents.” 

 
3. Regulation II, Section 11(H) 2 b (1) (Summer Travel Rule) – The following was added: “When 

‘summer teams’ travel out of state to a site within the 300-mile one-way MHSAA travel limitation 
and teams are present from other non-bordering states that exceed the MHSAA travel limit, 
MHSAA ‘summer teams’ may participate against any team at the event so long as the MHSAA 
summer team is within the travel limit (state bordering Michigan or 300 miles one way).” 

 
4. Classification Procedures, Item 10 – The following, added to the Handbook from Executive Com-

mittee action of January 2020, states that fifth-year seniors taking college-level classes whose 
eligibility is exhausted under Regulation I, Section 5 (eight-semester rule) need not be counted on 
the Enrollment Declaration Form. No change was made to the procedures in place last February.   
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Junior High/Middle Schools 
 

 
The Council approved a recommendation to conduct Regional cross country meets at eight different 
sites across the state, based on the “zones” of the MHSAA, beginning with the 2021-22 school year. 
 

 
General 

 
 
COVID-19 Emergency Issues – Adjustments to the 2020-21 MHSAA Handbook will be made to co-
operative program renewals and fall and winter cooperative agreement application deadlines. The 
Council waived or modified the 2020-21 preparticipation physical exam requirement, substituting a 
Health Questionnaire for students who had a valid sports physical in 2019-20. The 2020 first semes-
ter/trimester previous academic credit record regulation will be for each school to determine; the 
MHSAA 66 percent minimum for the fall of 2020 is waived. The seven-day summer 2020 dead period 
is optional for each school. No changes were made to out-of-season regulations during the school 
year and in the summer except to authorize MHSAA staff to permit, upon the request of the school 
athletic director, the limited wearing of school competition uniforms in the summer of 2020 by school 
teams or individuals for certain competitions designed to recognize graduating 12th-graders. See Ap-
pendix “1” for full details. 
 
Sportsmanship – It is now required that coaches and players who have been ejected from a contest 
must complete a designated online sportsmanship course through the NFHS before returning to com-
petition. (Regulation V, Section 3[D].) 
 
 

Sports 
 
 
Seeding & MPR – All brackets in all sports using the MPR seeding methodology to identify the top 
two seeds will be drawn to guarantee the seeded teams receive byes if a bye exists in that bracket. If 
one bye is in the bracket, it shall go to the #1 seed. If two byes are in the bracket, the byes will go to 
the #1 and #2 seeds. Home games are still not guaranteed for seeded teams. 
 
1. Baseball –  
 
 a. By default, a game will be considered suspended any time the game is called before it reaches 

regulation, or if called any time when the score is tied. A suspended game may be resumed 
from the point of suspension and will not count as an additional game, but pitching limitations 
do apply. If both schools agree, a game called prior to regulation or a tied game may be de-
clared a “no game.” Games resumed from the point of suspension do not count as an addi-
tional game, but pitching limitations do apply. More details are in the Baseball Participating 
School Tournament Information on MHSAA.com.   

 
 b. Beginning with the 2020-21 Semifinals, during even-numbered years, Divisions 2 and 4 will 

play Semifinal games on Thursday and Divisions 1 and 3 will play Semifinal games on Friday. 
During odd-numbered years, Divisions 1 and 3 will play Semifinal games on Thursday and 
Divisions 2 and 4 will play Semifinal games on Friday. (Approved in March to begin in 2019-
20.) 
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2. Basketball – The competition limitations were changed from one game per day to allow students 
to participate in no more than five quarters per day. The regulation remains that permits no more 
than three dates per week; no more than 20 dates per team; and no more than 20 dates per indi-
vidual.  

 
3. Girls Competitive Cheer –  
 
 a. The number of safety judges was increased from two to three working with five panel judges 

at Regional tournaments. Officials are allowed an additional option to wear a specified black 
quarter-zip with the MHSAA logo. 

 
 b. Junior high/middle school teams may increase the number of competitions from two to three 

per week, as long as one of the three is on a non-school day or a day not followed by school 
(Monday through Sunday). 

 
4. Cross Country/Track & Field – Cross Country Finals qualification is modified to include a mini-

mum of seven individual qualifiers from each Regional. All individuals receiving a medal (top 15) 
will advance. If the number of individual medalists is less than seven, then the additional qualifiers 
(up to seven) will be taken from the individual runners following 15th place. 

 
5. Football –  
 
 a. The out-of-season coaching limitations in football were modified, removing the language of a 

bona fide 10-day camp and replacing it with a combined 15 days of activity with any number 
of players that would include up to seven “7-on-7” competitions. Regulation II, Section 11(H) 
2-b (2) reads: “During the summer prior to Aug. 1, except as limited during the summer ‘dead 
period,’ football coaches may participate in 15 dates of non-mandatory activity with an unlim-
ited number of players in grades 9-12 or 6-8 separately (in helmets only). Schools could use 
these dates as they see fit under other regulations (i.e., practice, 7-on-7), but a team or indi-
vidual may not exceed the limit of seven ‘7-on-7’ competitions. The allowance for a bona fide 
camp is removed from this section. Any camp day would be counted among the allowed 15 
dates.” 

 
 b. Students in grades 9-12 are limited to playing a maximum of four quarters in one day, and a 

maximum of five quarters per week. Regulation II, Section 10, reads: “6. FOOTBALL – A team 
shall participate in no more than one game of interscholastic football in five consecutive cal-
endar days, in no more than four interscholastic scrimmages and in no more than nine games 
in a season, exclusive of the MHSAA tournament. A student shall participate in no more than 
four interscholastic scrimmages and in no more than nine games in a season, exclusive of the 
MHSAA tournament. A student may participate in no more than four quarters in a day and in 
no more than five quarters in a week. Five or fewer quarters in a week shall constitute one of 
the nine allowed games. For the purposes of this regulation, a ‘football week’ is defined as 
Wednesday to Tuesday.”   

 
 c. The running clock rule was changed to indicate that when a team leads an opponent by 50 

points at any time in a game, the clock will run continuously except for official timeouts for 
injured players. Previously, the clock did not run until the 50-point margin was reached in the 
second half. The 35-point running clock in the second half with stoppage of play for penalty 
enforcement is still in effect until the differential reaches 50 points. 

 
 d. The Enhanced Strength of Schedule formula adopted for 11-player tournament qualification 

will be used for 8-player tournament qualification (from December Representative Council 
meeting). 
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6. Girls Gymnastics – The start time for the Finals will be 2 p.m. at the Friday Team Finals unless 
the host facility cannot meet these guidelines due to current school schedule conditions. If this 
occurs, the MHSAA Team Finals event will start no later than 4 p.m. In either case, the Saturday 
Individual Finals competition will remain a Noon start. 

 
7. Ice Hockey –  
 
 a. All members of the high school hockey coaching staff must wear HECC-certified helmets while 

on the ice for practice. 
 
 b. MPR seeding, as is currently in place for basketball and soccer and recently modified, will 

occur in ice hockey at the Regional level, the first round of the tournament. The top two teams 
at the Regional level will be seeded and placed on opposite sides of the bracket. Seeds will 
be determined by the MHSAA’s MPR computer formula. The random draw will be conducted 
and published by the MHSAA on the Sunday 10-15 days prior to the start of the Regional 
tournament (and include all results through that Saturday). Brackets in all sports using the 
MPR seeding methodology will identify the top two seeds and will guarantee the seeded teams 
receive byes if a bye exists in that bracket. If one bye is in the bracket, it shall go to the #1 
seed. If two byes are in the bracket, the byes will go the #1 and #2 seeds. Home games are 
still not guaranteed for seeded teams. 

 
8. Alpine Skiing – An individual skier who qualifies in one discipline (giant slalom or slalom) at the 

MHSAA Regional is permitted to ski both disciplines at the Final. 
 

9. Soccer – The Limited Team Membership rule is amended to allow a student who plays in girls 
soccer to participate in scrimmage competition during the spring season at up to two college ID 
camps held at a college facility during the season and sponsored by that college.   

 
10. Swimming & Diving –  
 
 a. An exception is allowed to NFHS Swimming & Diving Rule 3-3-3 that permits swimmers to 

wear caps that read “State Team” for both regular season and postseason competition. 
 

 b. A new formula was adopted for determining the number of divers who qualify to the Finals 
(36). The 36 qualifiers will be divided by the total number of divers who enter Regionals in 
each division. This percentage will be applied to each Regional to determine the number of 
slots that advance. Within each division, the same percentage of divers will advance from each 
Regional qualification meet to the Finals, resulting in 36 divers at each Final. 

 
11. Tennis –  
 
 a. The Final tournament will be played on Friday and Saturday unless there are conflicts with the 

host facility, in which case the tournament location with the conflict will be scheduled for Thurs-
day and Friday. This is most often a problem with college facilities in the fall for boys tennis.  

 
 b. Host schools may schedule Regionals on any day, Wednesday through Saturday, during the 

week of Regionals (previously on Thursday-Saturday). 
 
 c. The combined total enrollment for schools forming cooperative agreements in tennis was in-

creased from 1,000 students to 3,500 students (adopted March 2020). The deadline for form-
ing fall sports cooperative agreements in 2020 was extended to June 1, 2020.   
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Officials 
 
 

1. The Officials Contract and Officials Guidebook will include a provision that a host school shall be 
reimbursed for officials fees from a non-host school that is responsible for a cancellation due to a 
non-act of God, including events where a reduction of officials is involved (e.g., volleyball tourna-
ment with no-show teams). Impacted MHSAA tournaments are included. 

 
2. Beginning with the 2021-22 school year, only MHSAA registered officials who have completed a 

current year’s MHSAA rules meeting for that sport may officiate high school regular season or 
MHSAA tournament contests. Officials must be registered but are not required to complete a rules 
meeting to officiate junior high/middle school contests.   

  



MHSAA HANDBOOK ADJUSTMENTS DUE TO COVID 19 PANDEMIC 

1 
As Enacted by the Representative Council, Spring 2020 

No regulation or adjustment shall supersede any government or health department orders.  
 
 
Cooperative Programs (Regulation I, Section 1, Interpretations 12 & 14): All cooperative programs due to 
renew for the 2020-21 school year will be automatically renewed for two school years. A league may dissolve an 
agreement with notification to the MHSAA and schools, as in the past. The deadline for new Cooperative Agree-
ment Applications, including those which add a new school to an existing program, has been extended for fall 
sports (except football) until June 1, 2020, and for winter sports to Sept. 15, 2020. No fall sports agreements will 
be approved after the Executive Committee meets on June 10, 2020. Spring sport agreements must be submitted 
by the original Oct. 15, 2020 deadline.   
 
Preparticipation Physical Examinations (Regulation I, Section 3 and Interpretation 20): For the 2020-21 
school year the MHSAA pre-participation sports physical requirement will be waived for students in any grade who 
received a valid physical for sports during the 2019-20 school year (one completed on or after April 15, 2019). 
These students and their parents/guardians will be required to complete the two-page MHSAA SPORTS HEALTH 
QUESTIONNAIRE found on MHSAA.com. These must be signed by student and parent/guardian and kept on file 
in the school. Students who did not receive a sports physical in the 2019-20 school year or later must have a valid 
physical examination form on file. If a student is discovered to have participated without a valid physical or Health 
Questionnaire on file, the student shall not be eligible to participate until a valid physical or Health Questionnaire 
is on file. The penalties of Regulation V, Section 4 (forfeiture) will not be applied in this situation for contests played 
prior to the discovery during the 2020-21 school year. Note: A valid physical and Health Questionnaire shall also 
include the elements of Regulation I, Section 3-A (information otherwise protected by FERPA and HIPAA, par-
ent/student consent and assumption or risk and concussion awareness). A school may still require that a student 
or all students complete a valid physical requirement, as in the past.  
 
Previous Academic Credit Record (Regulation I, Section 7): Each school shall determine the eligibility of stu-
dents under this rule for sports played in the fall of 2020. The MHSAA minimum eligibility requirement is waived 
for sports played in the fall of 2020-21. A school has the option to consider a student determined to be ineligible 
to become eligible when a deficiency of credit is made up and posted to the transcript, or on the 61st school day, 
as in the past. MHSAA regulations have always accepted pass-fail credit as opposed to a letter grade or GPA, 
and that has not changed. The previous academic credit record regulation will reactivate at the beginning of the 
second semester or second trimester of the 2020-21 school year. The current academic credit record regulation 
(weekly or quarterly grade checks) has not changed and is set by each school, as under Regulation I, Section 8.  
 
Summer Dead Period (Regulation II, Section 11): In the summer of 2020, a school or school district may waive 
the requirement of the seven-day summer dead period entirely, shorten (e.g., July 3-5) or set different dead periods 
for specific sports (e.g., by season). A league may also set a league-wide summer dead period. The MHSAA will 
not require the seven-consecutive-day summer dead period in the summer of 2020. All out-of-season activity 
remains voluntary.  
   
Out-of-Season Coaching Limitations (Regulation II, Section 11): There are no changes to out-of-season reg-
ulations during the summer of 2020 or 2020-21 school year due to the pandemic. Current rules state that school 
transportation may not be used and school general funds may not be used (booster club or fundraised money is 
permitted up to $200 per student, per sport in the summer). School competition uniforms may not be worn by 
teams or individuals. The Representative Council authorized the MHSAA staff to permit, for spring sports playing 
during the summer, the limited wearing of school uniforms for an event used to commemorate the graduating 
seniors of 2020. The request must come from the athletic director and will not be approved for events sponsored 
by non-school entities or for competition that is or purports to be a replacement for an MHSAA championship 
tournament.  
 
Provided government and health department orders allow, summer rules begin on Monday, June 1, 2020, where 
voluntary sport practices may occur with unlimited numbers of players (seven in football). Summer competitions 
are allowed as under current regulations (15 dates in team sports, 7 in football), and participation by graduated 
12th-graders is also allowed.  

 


